
Ever yone knows that fai l ing feels ter r ible. That test you studied so hard for , the 
competi tion which you dedicated so much time and energy into, or  
even a time when you really wanted to help somebody but your  effor ts 

were just not enough. Fai l ing is 
something we usually associate 
w ith shame, hur t feel ings, despair , 
or  even anger. 

But is fai lure exclusively a 
negative exper ience? Is there 
something that can be learned 
from fai l ing? We w i l l  search for  
evidence in prominent examples 
of people, who have fai led (ver y 
publicly) on their  long, hard path 
to success. Examples include 
Apple Inc. CEO, Steve Jobs,  wor ld 
r enow ned author , J.K. Row ling, or  
even the famously r elentless Wr ight Brothers. We w i l l  explore how  fai lure is 
also a signi f icant theme in poetr y, by w r i ter  such as Phi l ip Larkin and 
Langston Hughes. In addition, we w i l l  search for  evidence in contemporar y 
r esearch on 'Fixed Mindset vs Grow th Mindset', and analyse how  this r elates 
to other  texts, but also how  i t r elates to our  ow n approach of dealing w ith 
fai lure. At the end of the uni t, the students w i l l  be able to express their  
opinion in a cohesive, w r i tten form by r eferencing existing evidence. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

Can fai lure be useful?

What can we learn from fai lure?

What is a f ixed/grow th mindset?

How  can reading and w r i ting 
about fai lure help us gain 
courage?

What is an evidence-based claim?

How  do I successful ly make 
evidence-based claim?
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Dear  Parents, 

My name is Jennifer  Parkinson, but 
in the QISS community ever yone 
cal ls me Miss Jenny. I  am delighted 
to be the new  6th and 7th Grade 
ELA teacher , this year. I f  you have 
any questions, concerns, or  
comments, please do not hesi tate to 
contact me on:

emai l: jparkinsonqiss@yahoo.com

wechat: Jenny523350

room: US301

In due course, I  w i l l  put the course 
website on-l ine, which w i l l  keep 
you updated on events, class 
activi ties, and standards. For  now , 
please f ind attached a detai led 
outl ine of Common Core Standards 
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Under standing and  Cr eat ing Ev idence- Based Cl aims


